[Adult respiratory distress syndrome in legionella pneumonia--successful treatment with extracorporeal CO2 elimination procedures].
We report on successful treatment of an 46-year-old patient with ARDS (Adult Respiratory Distress Syndrome), caused by legionella-pneumophilia-pneumonia. The treatment with conventional artifical mechanical ventilation had failed. The new method of extracorporeal CO2-Elimination and low frequency positive pressure ventilation (ECCO2-R-LFPPV), introduced by L. Gattinoni (2) was in that case of severest ARDS very helpful. Supported by antimicrobial therapy with Erythromycin and Rifampicin the lung function could be improved to "restitutio ad integrum". Changes in chest radiographs, clinical parameters of ventilation, gas exchange and haemodynamics as well as the results of sequential pulmonary studies are demonstrated and discussed.